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Free skype app for laptop

Matt McGew Skype is a voice over internet protocol (VOiP) phone service that allows you to make and receive calls over the Internet on your computer. Skype offers both free and paid services. Free Skype services include the ability to make and receive computer calls from other Skype members, instant messaging, file transfer, and video conferencing. With paid Skype services,
you can get a local computer phone number that people can call from a traditional land or mobile phone, and you can also call common land or mobile phone numbers from Skype on your computer. Open your laptop's web browser and download Skype for your computer. For a link to download Skype, see the Resources section of this article. Click the green Download now
button. Wait for Skype to download and install on your laptop. When the download is complete, you'll have a new Skype icon on your desktop. Click the Skype icon. Click the Link Don't have a Skype name? In a blank box with the skype name, type and confirm the password for your Skype account. Enter your email address in the appropriate field. Select the Yes check box, I have
read the Skype End User License Agreement, the Skype Terms of Service, and the Skype Privacy Statement. Click Create. If the selected Skype name isn't available, Skype prompts you to create a new Skype name. Wait for Skype to sign you in to Skype. Skype is now set up on your laptop and ready to use. Owners of Android smartphones can now download a free Skype client
from the Android market, allowing them to make voice calls over cellular data or Wi-Fi connections - except in the US, where it will only work over Wi-Fi. With the new app, smartphone users can make free skype-to-skype calls unless their network operator charges additional data usage fees. The app also allows them to communicate via instant messaging and make calls to
regular phones for a fee. The app works on Android smartphones version 2.1 or 2.2. Skype tested it on HTC Desire and Legend phones, Google Nexus One, and Motorola Milestone and Milestone XT710. The app may also work on other Android phones, Skype said, but it won't guarantee full functionality or compatibility. He is aware of some problems with the app on the
Samsung Galaxy S that will be addressed in the future, it said. Users who have already created a Skype account on their computer will see their full contact list when they sign in to Skype on their Android phone. The apps can be downloaded from the Android Market, with the exception of China or Japan, or by direct access to skype.com/m from a compatible smartphone, Skype
said. The company did not specify why U.S. users can only use Wi-Fi to make Skype calls. Send news tips and comments to mikael_ricknas@idg.com Note: When you buy something after links in our articles, we can get a small commission. Read our affiliate link policy for more information. Skype is an online meeting tool that has been round for a while. It's also a popular way to
make phone calls, have video chats and chat online, and much of it is free. Microsoft owns Skype, which is available for Windows, macOS, iOS and Android. You can also install Skype on Linux and use Skype in a web browser. Here's what you need to use Skype. Skype cannot be used in a mobile browser. To use Skype, you need three things: A smartphone or computer that
meets Skype's system requirements, which we will discuss platform by platform under the Skype Meet Now Microphone, you can set up free conference calls without having to register or download. If you want to set up a Skype account, you'll need a Microsoft ID in addition to the above requirements. If your PC has a built-in microphone, Skype will automatically find and use it. For
video calls, you'll also need a webcam or front camera on your device. A Microsoft ID is similar to a Google Account, where a single username and password gives you access to the entire set of Web services that Microsoft offers. If you're already using these services, or if you're buying and downloading apps from the Windows Store, you can sign in to Skype with this account. Go
to the Microsoft account page, and then click Create Account. Enter the email account you want to use. We recommend that you use an account that is consistent with how you use Skype, as this name and ID will be searched by other Skype users. For example, if you're going to make business calls, use company email. Then select a strong password that's hard for someone to
guess. In a separate folder or window, go to the email account you entered. Microsoft will send you a four-digit code to verify your account. Enter a code and you'll have a Microsoft ID. Use your Microsoft ID to sign in to Skype using either the browser version on web.skype.com or the app you downloaded from skype's official website. Video and voice calls between two Skype
accounts on any platform are free, but if you want to call a dedicated phone number such as someone's mobile number or landline. Also, remember that if you use Skype on your mobile or mobile hotspot, they will consume data. Skype works the same on all different platforms, but they don't always look identical. If you know the Skype name of the person you want to reach, type it
in the search bar that you see in the upper-left corner under your name. Click the person you want to call and you'll get to the window that fills most of the screen. There are three buttons in the upper right corner. For a video call, click the camera icon. for a voice call, click the phone icon. A third icon, person, and plus sign icon lets you add someone to your call. When you click on
the icon, Skype rings until he picks it up. Be sure to turn on the microphone and set the speakers or headphones to a comfortable level. If you're using video, make sure the camera is also turned on. Making phone calls is even easier. Click the phone bar button in the upper-left corner to open the dial pad. When you enter a number, it appears at the top of the window. If you're
calling overseas, you'll see a drop-down menu below the number that adds a country code to dial so you don't have to enter it first. Skype Meet Now allows you to use Skype without an account or even an app. You can invite others to meetings using a unique URL, and everyone can connect using Skype on the web. Mobile users will need to download the app. You can record
Meet Now calls and Skype saves them for 30 days. Go to the Skype website and click Create a free meeting to generate a meeting link (it never expires). Click Share Invitation to invite participants. You can copy or share the link via Outlook Mail or Gmail. Click Start Call. If you want, enable audio and video, and then click Start Call again. When the meeting is complete, click the
red End Call button. To join a Meet Now call without signing in, click Join as guest. When you answer a Skype call, your phone or computer rings. If you've muted the volume on your device, you won't hear a ring. but you will notice on the screen. To reply, click the window that appears on the desktop, or tap the phone screen. When the call is complete, press the red button with
your phone in the middle; will be in the lower right corner of the call window. Skype is very Windows-friendly. It will work with any computer running Windows XP Service Pack 3 or later. However, you may also need to upgrade your version of Internet Explorer: Windows XP SP3 will need Explorer to be updated to at least version 8, and Windows 7 users will need to use at least
Internet Explorer 11. You can find these downloads on the Microsoft Internet Explorer support page. Also note that if you're running a version of Windows before Windows 7, Skype will be the only method of call you support. You must have at least a macOS X 10.9 or higher to use Skype on your Mac. However, if you have an older Mac, you should be able to sign in to the web
version and use it instead. Skype is in the App Store, but will only work with iPhones and iPads running iOS 8 or higher. Skype will work on any Android device running 4.04 (Ice Cream Sandwich) or higher. You can download Skype from the Google Play Store. To help you get the most out of your laptop and stay safe on the go, we've selected 31 apps and services that are
especially suitable for laptops. These tools are useful for protecting your laptop, improving connectivity, managing files and media, and/or customizing your Windows laptop. Most of them are Let's start with the security files to download. The TrueCrypt Volume Creation Wizard walks you through the steps of creating encrypted volumes on disk. TrueCrypt (free): This open-source
program program to create encrypted volumes on the drive or encrypt the entire disk. It's a particularly important program for laptop users: If your laptop ever gets lost or stolen, you can rest easier knowing that at least your sensitive data is protected. Loot (free): Speaking of theft, an open-source loot app can help you find and recover a stolen laptop (or smartphone). With prey,
you can remotely turn on missing device features that can help you find it. HTTPS Everywhere (free): This free Firefox extension can protect you from Firesheep vulnerabilities – a significant threat to anyone using Wi-Fi Public Shield.Hotspot (free): A program supported by Hotspot Shield claims to encrypt all your data when using a public open hotspot. However, be careful when
installing the application to avoid installing unwanted toolbars at the same time. Shield Exchange (free for 100MB; $12/year for 50GB; $20/year for 100GB; $50/year for 500GB): If you don't care about Hotspot Shield ads or if you're having service issues, try this OpenVPN-powered service. Shield Exchange encrypts your data when you use Wi-Fi and blocks malicious content.
LogMeIn Hamachi2 (free): If you'd rather set up your own VPN, you can use the free Hamachi app on your desktop and securely connect to it from your laptop wherever you have internet access. Comodo Firewall offers free protection from external security threats.Comodo Firewall (free): When accessing strange networks, it's a good idea to have a reliable firewall - like Comodo -
in place. And if you don't already have an antivirus program, you can opt for Comodo Internet Security, which combines firewall and antivirus protection. Comodo offers two versions of stand-alone firewals and fireewall/antivirus combos: Comodo Firewall 32-bit and Comodo Firewall 64-bit; and 32-bit Comodo Internet Security and 64-bit Comodo Internet Security. Eraser (free):
This program securely deletes your files. It's a convenient tool to have at hand when you're decommissioning, recycling, or donating a laptop, or when you just want to make sure that your data on any computer is gone for good. PdaNet (free; $24 for the full version): PdaNet allows you to use your Android smartphone or other smartphone as a modem (tethering) so you can
access the Internet on your laptop. Connectify turns your laptop into a Wi-Fi Hotspot that other devices can use to access the Internet. Connectify (free): Turn on Connectify and turn your laptop or Android phone into a Wi-Fi Hotspot that allows other devices to use only an Ethernet connection (or other location). LogMeIn (free): The free version of LogMeIn allows remote access to
your Windows or Mac home or office computer through a web browser. Dropbox (free for up to 2GB): Save files in the cloud with Dropbox Basic and let them sync between all your devices. SugarSync (free up to 5GB): This service works in the same way as Dropbox. You can You can SugarSync in combination with Dropbox for additional free space. Windows Live Mesh ensures
that your folders are synchronized on all pCs (Both Windows and Mac). Windows Live Mesh (free; 5GB offered on SkyDrive): Another sync program, Windows Live Mesh can work directly between your PC and Mac, rather than - or besides - going through Microsoft's SkyDrive cloud storage service. With live mesh you can also perform remote control via your computer. Free
Download Manager (free): The free download manager speeds up downloads and can resume paused downloads (useful if you have limited time to access the Internet). Virtual CloneDrive (free): Virtual CloneDrive allows you to access cDs or DVDs as files on your hard drive - just like if you uploaded a disc to a disc. This arrangement eliminates the need to carry optical discs with
you. Youtube Downloader HD stores both standard-definition and full-high-definition YouTube videos on your laptop so you can view it at any time, even without an internet connection. Youtube Downloader HD (free): Save YouTube videos - including high definition versions - to your Laptop with YoutubeDownloader HD so you can watch them offline while traveling. Balls (free):
Stream your music, photos, or video collection from your home computer to your laptop using plowing (or use your mobile phone if you buy a $10 version of the app). Xmarks saves bookmarks on all computers and allows you to create sync profiles for special sites. Xmarks (free): Use X tags to sync bookmarks and optional passwords and open bookmarks on all computers to
replicate web browsing capabilities on the go. Read it later (free): Use Read Later to save web pages from your computer or phone for later or offline reading (for example, on your commute or in flight or when you don't have an Internet connection). Splashtop Remote Touchpad (iPhone/iPod Touch; free): The Splashtop remote touchpad turns your iPhone or iPod Touch into a
wireless touchpad (with multi-touch support) and a keyboard for your pc. Use it as an improvised mouse or use it to control your media player, web apps, and other notebook features from adizes. Remote droid (Android; free): Remote Droid turns your Android phone into a wireless keyboard and mouse for your laptop. The PowerPoint remote control turns your Android phone into a
Bluetooth or Wi-Fi remote control for PowerPoint presentations. PowerPoint remote control (Android; free): Use the PowerPoint remote to remotely control PowerPoint presentations on your laptop (for example, when connected to a projector) from your Android phone. MyPoint PowerPoint Remote (iPhone/iPod touch; free): Use your iOS device to control PowerPoint presentations
on your laptop using MyPoint PowerPoint Remote.Actual Multiple Monitors allows you to multiple monitor settings, including background settings for each monitor. Actual multiple monitors ($30 after a 30-day trial): version): your laptop to an external monitor can actually increase productivity. Real multiple monitors help you manage multiple screens. Multiplicity ($30 after a 15-day
trial): This app creates a setting that is equivalent to using two monitors. Multiplicity lets you control multiple PCs with one keyboard and mouse, so you can seamlessly move files from your laptop to another computer. BattCursor (free): BattCursor significantly displays the remaining battery life of your laptop under the cursor; it's customizable as well as light downloads. The battery
indicator gauges different key variables of the lithium-ion battery and tells you when to calibrate the battery. BatteryCare (free): Help optimize your laptop's lithium-ion battery by relying on BatteryCare to tell you when to calibrate the battery (instructions available). The program also provides detailed battery statistics including parameters such as temperature, current capacity and
wear. IObit Toolbox (free): IObit Toolbox provides over 20 tools to diagnose and fix PC problems anytime, anywhere. If you're traveling with your laptop and don't have access to technical support and (or if you just want a handy diagnostic toolkit to be taken on trips), this collection is ideal. Other basic applications - such as antivirus and backup tools - are suitable for both desktop
and laptop users, but those on this list are especially good for laptop users. For more tools and the best downloads, see Section 112 Best Free Downloads, Websites, and Services. And if you have a favorite service, app or tool that I didn't mention, let me know in comments. Follow Melanie Pinola (@melaniepinola) and Today@PCWorld on Twitter. Note: When you buy something
by clicking on the links in our articles, we can get a small commission. Read our affiliate link policy for more information. Details.
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